
  
 

 
Who’s in, and who’s out? 

 
 
 
 
 

Who’s in, and who’s out? That’s a question that cuts through so many areas in our lives these days. What 
do the opinion polls tell us about those in the political arena? How should we treat undocumented aliens? 
What benefits of U.S. citizenship should they enjoy, and what should they not be entitled to in our legal 
system and governmental social service programs? Which student applicants should be admitted and 
which should not be admitted to our public universities and what criteria should be applied to them? Some 
Catholics are busily concerned with “Who is a real Catholic and who is not?” Some Fundamentalist 
Christians are busily concerned with “Who is going to hell and who’s going to be saved?” Who’s “in” and 
who’s “out”? 
 
We hear simplistic slogans given by advocates on both sides attempting to answer these questions, but 
the answers are not simple. For instance, if I have a well-reasoned position in favor of traditional marriage, 
am I thereby a hate-filled, gay-bashing homophobe? And if I have thoughtfully reasoned that gay and 
lesbian couples should be entitled to legal protections and even corporate fringe benefits normally afforded 
to heterosexual couples, am I thereby a liberal, gay-loving left-winger? 
 
Who’s “in” and who’s “out” in Hollywood? What has the fashion industry decreed to be “in” and “out” these 
days? What sort of language should you use these days in order to be politically correct? Being politically 
correct seems to occupy the minds of a lot of media people. 
 
The scripture readings this week deals with who’s “in” and who’s “out.” The response of Jesus is not 
simple, nor is it immediately evident. Here we find Him declaring, “Anyone who is not against us is for us.” 
Yet on another occasion we heard Jesus say, “He who is not with me is against me.” What are we to make 
of all this? 
 
All of our attempts to define who’s inside and who’s outside the boundaries of God’s Kingdom are futile. 
The realms in which we meet God are greater than those defined by our human categories. In St. John’s 
gospel we find Jesus telling us: “The wind blows where it wills, and you can hear the sound it makes, but 
you do not know where it comes from or where it goes; so it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 
(John 3:8) God’s Spirit blows where it will. God is Spirit, and those who worship him must worship in Spirit 
and truth." [John 4:19-24] 
 
Citizenship in God’s kingdom is challenging, demanding, and, yes, exclusive. In fact, one must die to 
selfishness, self-centeredness, and self-willfulness, something that few people succeed in doing. If we 
would be truly citizens in God’s kingdom we can no longer be self-determining.  
 
If you would cross the borders of a secular world and enter into the Kingdom of God, you would find 
yourself up against some serious requirements for citizenship. We must overcome the popular thinking of 
our day, the sort of thinking that claims Jesus never judged, that He accepted everything, and that in the 
end what we think, say and do really doesn’t matter because Jesus loves us anyway. While it is true that 
He loves us unconditionally, He nevertheless has great expectations of us. He demands from us nothing 
but the best that we’ve got.      Excerpt from bigccatholics.blogspot.com 
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26 th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 
Monday September 27th 
St. Vincent de Paul 
  7:00 am Charles Harry (private) 
12:30 pm Vivienne Dalton 
 
Tuesday September 28th 
St. WenceslausSs. Lawrence Ruiz & companions 
  7:00 am St. Mary Parishioners (private) 
  5:00 pm Anne Ernandopulle 
 
Wednesday September 29th 
Ss. Michael, Gabriel & Raphael 
  7:00 am St. Mary Youth (private) 
12:30 pm William & Maureen Camastro (Living) 
 
Thursday September 30th 
St. Jerome 
  7:00 am Vocations Religious Life (private) 
  5:00 pm Ryan Adams 
 
Friday October 1st 
St. Thérèse of the Child Jesus 
  7:00 am St. Mary Parishioners (private) 
  9:00 am Intentions of the Cousineau Family 
12:30 pm Rafaele Michilli 
 
Saturday October 2nd 
Guardian Angels 
  8:00 am Intentions of the Rizzo Family 
  4:30 pm Lorraine Slingerland 
 
Sunday October 3rd 
27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
  8:00 am Poor Souls in Purgatory 
  9:15 am St. Mary Youth (private) 
10:30 am Esther Royal 
11:00 am Agnes Dunn 
12:00 pm St. Mary Youth (private) 
  5:00 pm St. Mary Parishioners 
 

 
PLEASE NOTE: The above Mass intentions follow 
the old Mass schedule (pre-Covid). Every Mass 
intention will be honored; the priests of the Parish 
will say the scheduled Mass privately on the day it 
was requested if it is not part of the regular 
schedule. Please see the current Mass schedule on 
page 5. 

 

 

 

 

 

Please continue to support our Parish with Online 

Giving. Go to our website to sign up. Call the Parish 

office if you would like assistance. Offertory can be 

mailed to St. Mary Parish, 55 Catoonah St, Ridgefield, 

CT  06877 or dropped off at Mass. 😊  

 

Our Online Giving has been upgraded to a 
newer, easier-to-use platform! 

 

Prayers for the Sick 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Go to www.smcr.org to make a prayer request 
and to see those on the prayer list. 

 

CALLING ALL COOKS! 
Dorothy Day Mission 

Expanding 
The Dorothy Day mission to feed the 
homeless and under-served has 
expanded to include residents in a 
Pacific House managed homeless 
shelter in Danbury. This will require 

St. Mary's to double the amount of food we prepare each 
month. We are seeking additional volunteers to prepare 
trays of food and salads once a month. This is a great 
opportunity for youth groups.  Please 
email mbreilly28@gmail.com if you are interested. 
Thank you. 
 

Fairfield Prep Open House 2021 
  

Fairfield Prep is a Catholic, Jesuit high school for boys 
located on the campus of Fairfield University.  To learn more 
about Fairfield Prep and the admissions process please join 
us for our in-person Open House on Sunday October 3 (1:00 
or 2:00 pm session) or Saturday November 20 (9:00 or 10:00 
am session). 
  

We ask guests to pre-register for Open House, to properly 
manage the size of the event.  To register for Open House 
please create (or log into) your admissions account at 
www.fairfieldprep.org/apply 
  

Questions?  Please call the Fairfield Prep Admissions Office 
at (203) 254-4210 
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          FAITH FORMATION CORNER 
 

We are all called to be prophetic.  Being prophetic 
does not mean we speak about what will happen in the 
future.  We are not seers.  We are to be 
“spokespersons” for the Lord Jesus, proclaiming God’s 
Good News in word and action.  Obviously that means 
we must know the Lord Jesus and God’s message 
ourselves and live it out in our daily lives.  We then 
become authentic in our lived proclamation of the 
Gospel.  People will want to know why we live our lives 
as disciples of the Lord Jesus and we will speak to them 
both by our actions and in our words.  
 

God wants all of us to be prophets.  We are all called to 
speak for God.  That does not mean that we have to be 
great orators.  It does imply that our very being should 
proclaim the Good News of the Lord Jesus.  The old 
adage is so true in this situation: “Actions speak louder 
than words.”  We are to prophesy by our living a life 
which reflects our relationship with God.  And that 
relationship with God should be the riches for which we 
long. 
 

Yet being a prophet, a true prophet of GOod, has never 
been an easy nor desirable vocation.  True prophets 
face opposition from those who only seek power, fame, 
and material possessions.  Those who seek financial 
profits are not willing to listen to spiritual prophets even 
if, or especially if, they prophesy with actions rather than 
words.  Even those in legitimate authority from God are 
often threatened, or at least challenged, by people who 
sincerely and honestly proclaim God’s Word by their 
very lifestyle.  That is because the actions and words of 
a true prophet can be a source of challenge to those 
who are content with the status quo. 
 

The challenge for each of us in our vocation as prophets 
is how to get the right balance between proclaiming 
Good News to those who need to be served and 
speaking words of warning to those who are self-
serving.  I am reminded of what one of my spiritual 
directors said when he was asked what epitaph he 
would want on his tombstone.  Realizing his role as 
sharing in the prophetic ministry of Jesus, he 
responded: “On my epitaph I would like:  ‘He comforted 
the disturbed and disturbed the comfortable.’” 
reflectionsbybob.weebly.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Disciples 4 Life Adult Retreat 

October 22-24 
Details on our website 

 
 
 

 
 

YOUTH & FAMILY 
 

 

 
Register now for Religious Education 2021-2022 

Go to www.smcr.org 
 

Classes for Elementary School begin the week of 
Sept 26th. Both parents and children should attend at 
their regularly scheduled time that week; parents in the 
Hall for Parent Orientation, after dropping children in 
classrooms. Assignments will be provided the week of 
the 20th. Full year schedule is posted on the website. 
 
Middle School program (Edge) begins Sept 27th at 
7pm. Parent Orientation will now be at the same time as 
you bring the kids for kickoff-- you’ll drop your kids in the 
Gym/back parking lot for the Fall Tailgate, and then join 
us in the Hall for a Parents Orientation. All 6th-8th graders 
are welcome! 8th graders are welcome to participate in 
Edge AND Confirmation prep-- each week of Edge is 
drop-in and you can come for as many as you are able!   
 
Confirmation prep for those 8th & 9th graders who 
have selected that option will begin during the week 
of October 3rd, at your respectively scheduled time. 
Parents and children will come together during this first 
week, for Parents Orientation and a first session for the 
candidates. See letter on the website for more details.  
 
HomeStudy families should plan either to attend or view 
the livestream of any Parent Orientations appropriate to 
their children.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Fall Semester of Kids Club, Fridays 6:00-7:30 
PM, NBRC (School Gym) has begun! 
 

Upcoming Dates 
October 1, October 8, November 5,  

November 19, December 3, December 17 
 

More info on our website. Email Brenner 
LeCompte, brennerlecompte@gmail.com, or 
Kristen LeCompte, krich612@gmail, for more info 
or to join.  
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ST. MARY PARISH MEN’S MINISTRY 

All men (18+) are welcome to join our very friendly 
Men’s Ministry Community. Saturday morning 
meetings (6:45 to 8 AM) in the Hall begin with 
a  valuable presentation followed by spiritual 
reflections/questions on the topic. At-will 
discussion of the questions at our 6-man tables, 
followed by group sharing of valuable insights. 
Individual prayer intentions end the meeting. 
Plenty of coffee and bagels to fuel our 
discussions.  New members join us weekly and 
some members have been coming for 15 years. 
Join us and have fun with a purpose. 
  

MARQUETTE COUNCIL OF THE  
            KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

We offer Catholic men and their families an 
opportunity to explore their faith and share God’s love 
through service to our priests, parish and community. 

Join 2 million Knights around the world as you share your time 
& talents. Learn more at www.KOFC.org or contact Phil Del 
Giudice, Grand Knight, at Compass_grp@yahoo.com.  

 

PILGRIM VIRGIN  
 

Our Lady’s message to the world: Do 
penance, amend your life, offend God no 
more and pray the Rosary daily for world 
peace and the conversion of sinners. To 
arrange a visit, call Elma Stoveken at 
203-894-1341. 

  

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION    
  

Adoration Chapel 
OPEN DAILY 

10:00 AM- 4:00 PM 
Masks required 

 

  
Ready to Care! 

Stephen Ministers are members 
of St. Mary Parish who have been 

through extensive training and provide confidential, one-
to-one, Christian care to people who are experiencing a 
difficult time. They listen, care, encourage, pray, and 
provide weekly support for as long as the need persists. 
If someone you know is hurting, find out more about 
Stephen Ministry by talking with our Stephen Leader, 
Jack Hughes – jack2cruise@gmail.com.  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

O T H E R  
S A C R A M E N T S  

 

Confessions  
Tuesdays 4:15 PM 

Saturdays 3:00 - 4:00 PM 
(HALL)  

 
 

Baptism  
Celebrated each Sunday  

(except holiday weekends) 
 

New parents must attend a 
pre-baptism class. Call 

Parish office to schedule both 

Marriage 
Call Parish Office at least  
9 months prior to wedding 

 
Anointing of Sick 

Call Parish Office to make 
arrangements 

In case of serious illness or 
death in the family, call 

Parish Office immediately. 
 

C E M E T E R Y  
203-438-3606 

A D O R A T I O N  
Joanne Brown 
203-438-6538 

 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 

 

Page 5 
 

 Our Mission:  
LIVE the gift of our faith, ENRICH 
our understanding of that gift, and  

PRACTICE our faith in  
compassionate service. 

M A S S  S C H E D U L E  
 

Saturday  

4:30 PM Vigil Mass (Gym) 

Sunday 

8:00 AM, 11:00 AM, 5:00 PM 

(Hall) 

10:30 AM (Gym) 

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

(GYM) 

Monday, 12:30 PM 

Tuesday, 5:00 PM 

Wednesday, 12:30 PM 

Thursday, 5:00 PM 

Friday, 12:30 PM 

 

Holy Days of Obligation 

Check website 

 

*Easter and Christmas have 

special schedules 

 

 
 
 
   
 
 

 

Sharing Our Faith 

 

 

 

Pastor: Msgr. Kevin T. Royal 

MsgrRoyal@smcr.org 

 

Parochial Vicar: Rev. Damian K. Pielesz, frdamian@smcr.org 

Deacon: Rick Lawlor, dnlawlor@diobpt.org, 203-470-8084  
Deacon: Robert Salvestrini, salvo95@aol.com  

 

Parish Office Building Open  

Tuesdays & Thursdays 10 AM – 2 PM 

 

Parish Office Hours 

Monday–Friday  10AM–4PM 

203-438-6538 

 

Parish Receptionist: Kim Macko, kmacko@smcr.org 

Administrative Assistant: Joanne Brown, jbrown@smcr.org 

Accountant: Deborah Korniewicz, dkorniewicz@smcr.org 

Facilities Scheduling: Jbrown@smcr.org & kmacko@smcr.org 
 

Communications Manager: Carolyn Haitsch, chaitsch@smcr.org 

 Director of Music: Darren Motise, 203-438-6539, ext. 300, 

darren@smcr.org  

Youth & Family Pastorial Associate (RE): Laura Danner, 

ldanner@smcr.org 

Josephine Bove, jbove@smcr.org 

Sacramental Prep   www.smcr.org/youth-family 

St. Mary School: Anna O’Rourke, Principal, 

orourkea@smsridgefield.org  

Finance Council Chair: John Spera, johnspera57@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Find us on FACEBOOK, 
INSTAGRAM, & TWITTER  

Sr. Joan Honorary Fund 
Helping Parishioners in Need 

Go to www.smcr.org for more info 

http://www.kofc.org/
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